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1.    ANNOITfJCER:        This  is  CONSUI^R  TIIJE. 


2 .    SOim : 


SC:IOOL  BET.L  .   .  RIIJGi!TG  IN  DISTAIICE  .   .  CO:C]S 


CLOSER  .   .  FADES 


3.     BOY  1: 


Gosh,  Sara,  v'e'd  better  hurry  .  .  vre'll  be  late 
to  school.    That's  the  last  bell. 


4.     BOY  2: 


5.    Br-Y  1: 


6.    BOY  2: 


7.  Soirh): 


A'.'r-i^:r,  Johnny  .   .  I  don't  wanna  ['O  to  school,  I'm 
gonna  look  for  some  berries  in  the  v;oods. 
I'm  hut, .izry. 

CiiTon  .   .  dor't  you  remember  .   .  the  new  teacher 
said  she  TJas  jjonna  have  some  hot  food  for  us  today? 

1  for^-ot  that  .   .  Gee,  let's  run. 

SC lOoL  BELL  .   .  FADE        .   .  HOLD  .    .  OFF 


8.  NARRATOR: 


Let  us  tell  you  a  story  today  .  .  a  story  about 
Johnny  and  San  .  .  about  Em,m.a  and  Florence  .  . 
and  Frank,  and  '"ary  and  Jane  .   .  your  children  . 


children  living  on  your  block  or  dovm  the  road  a 
vfay  on  the  old  Jones  farm, 

lou  knoYiT  thern  .   .  yov.  see  then  walking  off  to  school 

every  morning  .   .  or  climbing  on  the  school  bus 

at  the  crossroads  .  .  some  of  them  belong  to  you  .  . 

Did  they  have  a  good  breakfast  this  morning  .  . 
some  fruit  .  .  a  hot  cereal  .   .  toast  .   .  and  some 
milk? 

Did  they? 

IVell,  i.vhat  about  supper  tonight?    V/liat  have  you  got 
for  them?    More  milk?    Fresh  green  vegetables  .  , 
potatoes  .  .  meat? 

And  v/hat  about  lunch?    Do  these  youngsters  come 
home  from  school  and  sit  dovm  to  a  good  hot  soup 
or  stew,  vd-th  v/hole  vfheat  broad  and  more  milk? 

If  you  can  ans-vier  yes  to  all  those  questions, 
you're  lucky  ,   .  and  so  are  the  children  .  . 
mi.ghty  lucky. 

Do  you  Imov;  why? 

Let  me  tell  you  .  .  just  a  fevr  facts  and  figures  ,  . 

(MORS) 
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not  many,  but  just  enough  to  give  2^ou  sone  idea 
of  vrhat  we're  talking  about. 

First  .  .  last  year,  there  v/ere  about  nine  million 
children  of  school  age  v^ho  v:ere  undernourished,  as 
the  doctors  and  nutrition  people  sa;/.    That  neans 
they  vrere  not  eating  right.     It  means  they  were 
not  getting  enough  food.    Or  enough  of  the  right 
kinds  of  food. 

Just  think  of  that  for  a  second  ,   ,  nine  million 
children  going  off  to  school  every  morning  .   ,  to 
study  .  .  to  learn  vrtiat  maizes  the  wheels  go  'round 
.  .  and  they  are  not  getting  enough  to  eat. 

That  isn't  the  way  you  and  I  arti everyone  else 
would  like  to  take  care  of  our  youngsters,  is  it? 

Say,  mister,  you're  painting  a  pretty  sad  picture 
there „ 

Yes  Ilia 'am,  it       a  pretty  sad  picture. 

But  look  .  . 

Yes? 

Back  i;here  I  com.e  from.,  we're  doing  something  about 
children  who  don't  get  enough  food. 
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You  are?    Fine.    Toll  me  about  it, 

Fy  husband's  a  f armor  in  Kent  County,  Ib.ryland. 
ITe're  -yrorking  tho  sarao  land  his  Dad  did,  and  his 
Dad  before  him  .  .  .  back  about  five  generations, 
I  guess.    That's  a  long  time  to  farm  one  piece  of 
land,  and  a  lot  of  that  land  is  almost  T/orn  out. 

They  used  to  raise  peaches  on  that  land  a  long 
time  ago.    That  didn't  rrark  .  .  and  then  they 
tried  grain  ,  .  but  they  tell  ma  the  farmers 
around  here  couldn't  compete  Tdth  those  big  farms 
in  tho  Middle  West.    Th-at  v/as  before  my  time. 
NoYradays ,  we  have  some  truck  crops  ,  .  tomatoes 
and  asparagus.    Some  of  my  neighbors  raise  turkeys,  • 
And  some  of  them  have  cows  and  sell  milk. 

But  a  family  has  to  rrork  mighty  hard  to  make  ends 
meet.    I'm  not  complaining,  mind  you  .  ,  I'm  just 
tolling  you  this  because  you  got  to  know  it  to 
understand  why  I  butted  in  on  you, 

Any\7ay,  a  lot  of  the  people  i/hore  I  live  just  about 
manage  to  get  along  .  .  we're  doing  something  about 
the  land,  with  help  from  the  Government  ,  ,  but 
it  takes  a  long  time  to  put  back  into  the  land 
•v;hat  all  those  crops  have  taken  out.    V'o're  working 
it  out,  though. 


(5 

Well,  none  of  the  people  I  lo^.ov/  has  :my  too  much 
food  .   .  ,  and  rnany's  the  time  I  ^ent  my  kids  to 
school  with  nothing  but  a  couple  of  cold  biscuits 
for  lunch.    And  there  v:asn '  t  anything  I  could  do 
al)out  it,  neither, 

Leastvv'ays,  I  didn't  think  there  was. 

I  kriev/  the  children  ought  to  have  better  food,  and 
so  did  a  lot  of  the  ether  v;omen  .   .  but  you  can't 
do  much  about  that  if  you  Iiaven't  got  it  .   .  and 
you  haven't  money  c:nough  to  buy  it. 

'Hq  did  quite  a  lot  of  grumbling  about  it,  too.  One 
day,  one  of  my  neighbors,  Mrs.  Hanson,  really  started 
something  .   .  (FADE)    Some  of  us  mqto  talking  about 
i^rs .  Johnson's  nei;  stove  ... 

16.    SOIJIID:  FADE  IN  ^lURI/IUR  OF  SEVERAL  Y/OI'-ISI}  TALKING  TOGETHER 

If  you  folks  don't  mind  ray  interrupting  a  minute  .  . 

Ml^RI^'R  Dl^gS  DOYfN 

There's  something  T  want  to  tell  you  .   .  . 
Yfhat  is  it,  Ilrs.  'lanson? 

YIell,  you  know  my  husband  is  on  the  school  board  .  , 


17.  Vi'OTIAN  A: 

18.  Sni.i!:D: 
•               19.  TJO'iAN  A: 
p                 20.  ITOLMI  B: 

21.  YfOLM  A: 


f 
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22.    TfO^jJI  B: 


23.    imm  A: 


(LAl'^GHING)     I  reiTiJinbor  ho-v'  iiard  vra  vrorkGci  to  get 
him  Glc.ctod. 

I  remGinbor  too.    Well,  last  ni;^ht  the  board  had 
a  meeting  .  .  to  hear  the  Superintendent's  report, 


2^.    WW  C:         His  annual  report? 


25.    Wmi  A:         That's  the  one 


26.    YfO^^AII  B:  Wall 


27.    "^'Di.'ATI  C:         ITnat  did  it  say? 


28.    WO  FAN  A 


The  m.ost  important  thing  rras  that  our  County  has 
the  T/orst  record  in  school  attendance  in  the  State, 


29.     CHORUS:  My  goodness  .   .  gracious  .   .  is  that  so,  etc. 


30.    WIM  B 


Vvell,  I  know  my  ch.ildron  had  to  stay  hom.e  a  lot 
last  year.  Seems  like  they  had  one  cold  right 
after  another. 


31.    VrOlIAJI  C: 


32.    VOm^J  A: 


It  seems  to  me  vre  ought  to  do  something  about  it. 
That  is  disgraceful  .   .  the  vrorst  record  in  the  State  1 

Vrtien  you  stop  to  think  of  it  .   .  there's  been  an 
avfful  lot  of  sickness  ,  .  especially  the  children. 


33.    ITOT'AM  B:         I  never  thought  before,  but  .  . 
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YfOI'/[A.N  C:         I  think- vre  ought  to  find  out  just  v/hat  is_  the  reason 
t;g  have  the  rrorst  attendance  record  in  the  State. 

•TOT'Ii'.N  A:         Good  Idea.     Let's  ask  that  nevr  Public  Health  Nurse. 
She  should  bo  able  to  give  us  some  help. 

CHORUS:  Good  ideal  Fine. 

Wim  A:         All  right  .  .   .  If  it's  agreeable  to  you,  I'll  get 
in  touch  \nth  her  and  tell  her  v;hat  xio  r:ant  .  .  . 

(PAUSE) 

ITOIVs-N  tIA^lR.\TOR:    And  that's  v;hat  via  did.     ^'Irs.  Hanson  got  the 
nurse  to  make  some  studies  and  Y:hen  she  came  back 
she  sure  made  us  sit  up  and  take  notice,  all  right. 
In  just  one  school,  she  found  thnt  almost  all  the 
children  vrerc  more  than  forty  percent  underT/eight, 
rind  you,  these  children  rrare  forty  percent  ■ 
undenveight.    V/e  mothers  vre  re  shocked.    And  vre 
didn't  just  sit  around  and  fret  about  it,  either. 
^JIq  decided  that  those  children  of  ours  vrere  going 
to  be  fed  better,  or  v;e'd  knovr  the  reason  v;hy. 

But  v;e  ran  right  up  against  the  same  old  stone  v;all 
.  .  hov;  vrere  vre  going  to  do  it?    I  told  you  vre  didn't 
have  any  extra  money  .  .  and  vre  all  laiev;  vre 
couldn't  buy  any  more  food  .  .  , 

(I'D  RE) 
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'-7ell,  to  make  a  long  story  short  ,  .  ^^e  got  all 
^  the  Hop.G  Denonstration  people  together,  and  some 

of  the  officers  of  the  Parent- Teachers  Associations, 
and  the  Home  Demonstration  Agent.    And  rre  qgreed 
that  somehov;  \;e  had  to  find  vrays  of  giving  these 
children  a  hot  lunch  every  day  .  . 

39.    NARPJiTOR:       Hovr  did  you  go  about  it? 

4.0.    VroHi^J  NARIi-.TOR:    Hot:?    l.fell,  I  told  you  vo  v/erc  farmers,  didn't 

I?    lYe  decided  to  grov'  more  vegetables  in  our 
gardens  ,  .  .  things  like  carrots,  cabbage,  beans, 
peas,  turnips,  toms-tocs, 

I'Te'd  grot;  m.ore  of  them  than  xje  had  been  grordng 
.  ,  and  then  vre '  d  can  the  extra  .  .  the  part  vie 
didn ' t  need  for  ourselves  .  .  and  give  it  to  the 
schools  for  lunches. 

Everybody  helped  .  .  the  menfolks  helped,  r:e  r:omen 
helped  .  .  and  the  children  themselves  helped. 

We'd  bring  the  vegetables  to  a  school  on  a  certain 
day.    The  Home  Demonstration  Agent  rrould  bo  there, 
^  T/ith  some  good  canning  equipment  .  .  and  she'd  see 

that  everything  vras  done  right. 

e 

(imE) 

1 


And  the  families  that  didn't  hnve  gardens  sent 
milk  or  other  things  to  help  fill  in  .  .  so  the 
children  would  have  a  good,  vrell-rounded  lunch. 

We  been  doing  that  for  six  years  now.    And  v/e're 
mighty  proud  of  oior  children  ,  .  they  don't  stay 
out  01  school  so  often  .   .  thoy  don't  get  sick 
so  much  ,  .  the  teachers  say  the  children  are 
getting  their  lessons  botter. 

And  here's  another  thing,  before  I  stop  talking 
.  .  I  didn't  moan  to  take  up  so  much  of  your 
time  .  .  last  year  vrc  got  some  extra  foods  from 
the  Government  .  .  as  part  of  the  school  lunch 
program  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  .  .  . 
Foods  that  farmers  have  been  growing  but  can't  sell 
.  .   .  Vegetables  and  fruits  and  cereals  -  all  kinds 
of  things.    And  v;o're  doing  just  fine  nov:  .  . 

I  just  wanted  to  tell  you  that  story  .  .  on  account 
of  what  you  v;ero  saying  back  there  about  school 
children  not  getting  enough  to  eat.     If  people 
make  up  their  minds  to  do  something  about  it, 
they'll  do  i.t  all  right.    Espoci-'lly  v;hen  thoy  can 
sec  with  their  ovm  eyes  how  much  good  it  does  the 
kids , 
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IIARPATOR:        School  lunches  in  Kent  County,  Maryland  ,  . 

school  lunches  served  fron  chuck  v;agons  on  the 
desert  in  Ilevada  ,  .  school  lunches  served  in 
public  schools  in  Brooklyn  .   .  in  evury  State  in 
the  country  .   .  five  roi-llion  school  children  last 
year  got  a  hot  nourishing  lunch  every  school  day 
from  this  Governrnent  program. 

Let's  take  a  look  around  and  see  yfhat  lunches  for 
these  five  million  youngsters  mean. 

Farmers  are  grov/ing  this  food,  so  let's  see  Y;hat 
a  farmer  thinks  .  . 

FARJ-IER:  Of  course,  children  should  eat  decent,  and  I'm 

all  for  it.    TJo  real  farmer  likes  to  see  food  he's 
planted  and  taken  care  of  go  to  vraste.    And  lots 
of  it  did  go  to  v;aste,  let  me  tell  you,  imtil  the 
Government  cam.e  along  and  helped  us  vj-ork  out  som.e 
rmy  of  getting  that  food  into  people's  stomachs, 
vrhere  it  ought  to  be  .  .  , 

I  sure  get  a  kick  outa  knovdng  that  some  of  the 
vegetables  I  grov:  are  going  into,  those  school 
lunches  .   .  and  helping  to  make  those  kids  healthy 
and  strong, 

(LDRE) 
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^  4.3.    NA^\TOR:       And  ths  toaclicrs  in  the  schools  .   .  v/hat  do  thoy 

think  about  this  business  of  giving  children  free 
hot  lunches  every  day? 

TEACHER:         It's  inpossible  for  no  to  realize  the  change  in 
ny  c?iildren.    I  used  to  be  so  discouraged  .  . 
looking  up  from  ray  desk  -md  seeing  in  front  of  me 
children  vrhosc  faces  ircre  drarm  .   .  vrhose  bodies 
TTOrc  thin  .   .  and  vjhose  ninds  simply  couldn't  do 
the  sinple  things  I  required  , 

Novr  it  is  a  joy  to  teach  then  .  .  they  are  alert  ,  . 
they  T.-ant  to  l;jarn  .   .  and  they  look  like  children 
vrho  once  again  uero  beginning  to  live, 

45.  LTARR.\TOR:        A  county  school  superintendent  .  . 

46.  SUPERINTEMDEIIT :     There's  not  nuch  I  can  say  about  these  school 

liinclies  that  hasn't  already  been  said.    The  change 
in  the  no rale  of  the  children  is  nothing  short  of 
riiraculous .    And  absences  because  of  illness  are 
Tray  cloTni.     Their  narks  are  improving  rapidly,  and 
altogether  it's  been  one  of  the  highlights  in  ny 
life.    There's  a  little  story  I'd  like  to  tell, 
if  I  may.    I  vras  visiting  a  school  in  my  County  the 
other  day  .   .  a  child  cane  into  the  school  room  and 
handed  the  teacher  a  note.    After  reading  it,  she 
turned  to  the  child  and  said  .  . 
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Z^7.    TEACHER:         That's  all  right,  Frank,    lou  tell  your  father 
I  said  it  v/as. 

UQ,    BOY;  Thank  you,  raa'an. 

/S'    TEACHER:         Yfculd  you  like  to  hear  this  note,  Ilr.  Lav:ton? 

I  think  it  .  .  , 

50.  SUPERiriTEIIDElJT :    Yes,  read  it. 

51.  TEACHER :  'Dear  teacher  ,  .  vill  you  excu.se  Frank  ojnd  his 

brother  Jira  from  school  this  raorning  because  I 
need  then  to  help  ne  pick  cotton.     Please  save  them 
a  seat  for  lunch.    They  rd  11  be  there  and  vrill  stay 
at  school  for  the  afternoon  classes.' 

52.  SUPERINTENDSHT :    ilell,  tliat  one  little  incident  proves  to  re 

ho^r  neccss.?.ry  these  school  lunches  arc  to  our 
children  and  to  their  families. 

53.  '"ARr^iTOR:        I  could  go  on  calling  on  people  all  the  rest  of 

the  day,  but  that  isn't  necessary,  is  it?  Each 
and  every  one  of  them  vrould  say  about  the  same 
thing.    You  i.tio  liave  chiD.dren  of  your  ov<ti  don't 
need  to  be  told  how  important  it  is  for  you  to  see 
that  those  children  get  the  food  they  need,  do  you? 

(I.DRE) 
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And  those  of  70U  i^ho  don't  have  children  don't 
neod  to  bo  told  that  healthy  children  noi, ■  ncan 
healthy  citizens  tcnorroTr. 

It  isn't  one  persoii's  job  to  see  that  the  children 
in  the  country  get  enoiijijh  to  eat  or  the  right  things 
to  eat.    It  isn't  ry  job,  and  it  isn't  yours  .  . 
not  all  alone.    It's  everyone's  job,    Tl'iere  are 
sone  things  in  this  country  that  vre  can't  be  very 
proud  of  ,  .  and  one  of  them  j.s  that  picture  of 
nine  nill.ion  landernourished  school  children. 

5^+.    WOM:  Can  I  butt  in,  please? 

55.  NARRATOR:  Certainly. 

56.  YDIIAI:!:  I  just  rrant  to  get  those  figures  straight  .  .  you 

said  nine  million  children  vrere  undernourished  ,  , 
but  then  you  said  only  fi_ve  million  of  then  got 
these  free  school  lunches  last  year.    Doesn't  that 
leave  only  four  rrd.llion  not  getting  hot  lunches? 

57.  NARRATOR:        You're  right. 

58.  VrOMA;!:  v/oll,  what's  going  to  happen  to  those  four  million 

.  ,  aren't  v;e  going  to  feed  them,  too? 


i 
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That's  a  question  for  ^''ou  to  ansrrer  .  .  you  and 
the  nillions  of  other  nothers  in  tlie  country  ,  , 
and  the  fathers ,  too.    I'll  tell  you  Y:hy  it  is  up 
to  you.    This  business  of  getting  school  lunches 
in  your  schools  is  a  local  problem^  first. 

A  local  problem? 

Ygs,  and  it  is  up  to  local  corrrrnunities  to  make  the 
fir^jt  move  .  .  and  to  Iccep  on  helping  after  the  plan 
is  started.    Let  me  tell  you  how  it  vjorks  .  . 
First J  there's  food  .   ,  that's  the  most  important 
item,  of  course. 

A  lot  of  food  is  sup/:"lied  by  the  Governm.ent  through 
the  Department  of  A.gricu2turo .     But  this  food  isn't 
alvrays  enough  to  make  Yfcll-balanced  meals  .   .  and 
that's  T/herc  the  local  groups  and  communities  come 
in.    They  must  supply  those  extra  foods.  There 
aren't  many  of  those  extra  foods  that  are  needed, 
but  there  are  some. 

And  th.en  there's  another  thing  .  .  you  can't  fix  up 
hot  lunches  Yn.thout  stoves  to  cock  them  on  .  .  and 
pans  and  liettles  and  dishes  and  sinks.     Those  all 
have  to  come  from  the  local  cornunity.  • 

And,  of  course,  you  have  to  have  a  place  to  do  the 
cooking  .  .  and  a  place  to  serve  the  lunches.  That, 
too,  is  up  to  the  local  community.  (IIORE)     •  - 
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And  finally,  you  can't  do  any  of  these  things 
unless  you  have  the  people  .  ,  .  people  to  do  the 
organizing,  like  those  vjomen  in  Kent  County, 
I'aryland  .  ,  people  to  take  the  responsibility  for 
seeing  that  the  meals  are  cooked  right  and  that  the 
right  corabinations  of  foods  are  planned  ,  .   .  and 
people  to  see  that  the  equipment  is  taken  care  of  and 
is  kept  clean  and  sanitary.    Oftentimes,  the  Y[PA 
and  the  I.'YA  can  furnish  help. 

Yfell,  there  you  are.    That  doesn't  sound  like  an 
impossible  job,  does  it?    It's  a  big  order,  I'll 
admit,  but  it's  one  of  the  most  chal].enging  jobs 
facing  us  right  novv-.    Tfe  hear  lots  about  defense  .  , 
about  the  importance  of  building  a  strong  America, 
You  and  I  know  that  strong  Americans  m.ean  a  strong 
Amicrica.    And  vre  know  that  millions  of  future 
Americans  are  right  now  going  to  school.    Are  they 
going  to  be  strong  and  healthy?    Arc  they  going  to 
have  the  bodies  and  the  brains  they  vri-ll  need  to 
run  our  country? 

That's  a  question  you  have  to  ans\7cr.    And  my 
suggestion  is  a  simple  one  .  .  it  won't  solve  the 
problems  of  the  world  .  .  but  it  vrill  help  .  . 

(MORE) 
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First,  ansv/er  this  question  ...  do  you  think 
hot  school  lunches  are  important? 

Second,  ,  .  do  you  have  a  schoc)l  lunch  program  in 
your  schools? 

Third,   ,  .  if  you  don't,  vrould  you  like  to  know 
hov/  you  might  help  get  one  started? 

If  you  ansT;er  that  last  question,  yes,  here's  my 
sug;;estion  .  .  .  v.rrite  us  a  little  card  ,  .  only 
a  penny  post  card  .  .  send  it  to  Consumers'  Counsel, 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Ylashington,  D.  C.  That's 
all  you  need  to  do,  and  rre'll  send  you  a  little 
pamphlet  that  mil  tell  you  the  steps  you  need  to 
take  to  get  a  school  lunch  program  started  in  your 
torm . 

Thanks  for  listening  to  this  story  .   .  and  let's 
see  if  v;e  can't  find  some  vray  to  get  hot  lunches  to 
every  one  of  those  nine  million  undernourished 
children  this  year.    Are  you  riith  me? 

And  novr  here's  ,  our  announcer,  who 

v;ill  give  you  that  address  again. 
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It's  an  eas3''  address  .  .  Consumers'  Counsel, 
Departraent  of  Agriculture,  Yfashington,  D.  C.  A 
penny  post  card  is  all  you  need,  viith  your  name 
and  address  and  the  call  letters  of  the  station 
over  which  you  heard  this  program.  Ask  for  the 
free  pamphlet  on  School  Lunches, 

CONSWIER  TI15E  has  been  produced  by  your  Consumers ' 
Counsel  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  vras 
presented  in  cooperation  vri.th  defense  and  nondefense 
agencies  of  the  United  States  Government  working 
for  consumers. 

Tune  in  at  this  same  time  next  ^veek  for  another 
program  in  this  series.    Your  consum.er  reporters 
will  bring  you  information  about  hov;  to  get  your 
winter  wardrobe  in  shape  and  facts  about  how  to  buy 
shoes . 

Heard  on  today's  program,  were 

COMSUIffiR  TILE  has  been  presented  qs  a  Public  Service 
by  NEC  and  the  independent  radio  stations  associated 
v:ith  the  Red  Network  of  the  National  Broadcasting 
Com.pany. 
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